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“I learned that a penny could buy you loads of things.”                              

On Being Late… 

11 The man who we called „the gaffer‟, the manager, 

he was quite a crabbit man and depending on the mood 
he was in if you came in a wee bit late he would say 
“You‟re late, you just go back down the road” and you 

would say “Oh please just let me stay, I‟ll not be late 
again” and he would say “No, just go”.  And you would 
start going down the stairs and he would call you back 
and say “Okay you can wait, but if you‟re late tomorrow 
you‟re definitely down the road”.  But I have been sent  

home because I was late two days in a row. 

On Difficulties… 

12  I didn‟t find anything really that difficult to fix.  I‟m 

maybe being a wee bit big headed here.  Some jobs 
were harder than others.  There used to be a big     
notice up in the workshop „All difficulties are to be  

surmounted‟ and I used to do my best to adhere to 
that. 


